News of the Month...

INDUSTRY

Farmers Judge Fertilizers for
TVA; Praise Crop Response

From 88 to 99% of farmers reported
good to fair results with three TVA
fertilizers in a test-demonstration pro-
gram conducted by TVA and state ex-
periment stations last summer in 17
states. More than 2100 farmers ap-
praised calcium metaphosphate, fused
tricalcium phosphate, and ammonium
nitrate on crop response, spreading
characteristics, storage characteristics,
and other qualities. The fertilizers were
used on small grains, grass, annual
legumes, perennial legumes, grass and
legume mixtures, corn and cotton.

In judging crop response, farmers re-
ported good results most frequently with
ammonium nitrate on small grains, with
fused tricalcium phosphate on perennial
legumes, and with calcium metaphos-
phate on grass and legumes mixtures.

Of their dislikes, rusting caused by
ammonium nitrate was most frequently
mentioned. Criticism of this material
also involved its hardening. Regarding
spreading characteristics, 219 said tri-
calcium phosphate flowed too freely and
was dusty; 209, objected to ammonium
nitrate on this score; and 249; had
reservations about calcium metaphos-
phate’s spreading characteristic.

IM&C Sets Up Technical
Department at Bonnie Plant

International Minerals has set up a
technical department for its Bonnie phos-
phate chemicals plant near Bartow, Fla.
Responsibilities of the new department
will consist of process and quality con-
trol, new developments, and liaison be-
tween the company’s engineering and
research divisions relative to process
problems. The group is also expected
to give technical service to the produc-
tion and engineering departments.

Raymond E. Tuttle will manage the
department, reporting directly to the
manager of plant operations. He has
been chief process engineer at the plant
for the past year.

Northwest Fertilizer Firms Merge

Portland Seed Co. of Portland, Ore.,
has purchased a controlling interest in
Chas. H. Lilly Co. of Seattle, Wash.
Both companies specialize in fertilizer,
seed, and garden supplies.

According to the announcement, each
will continue to operate independently,

maintaining its own identity and staff.
However, F. C. Trullinger, president of
Portland Seed, has become president of
Chas. H. Lilly, succeeding C. F. Larsen.
J. D. Trullinger, Portland’s vice presi-
dent, also has become vice president of
the Lilly firm. Former Lilly vice presi-
dent and treasurer, E. E. White, has
been elected secretary-treasurer in the
reorganized firm.

In addition to the Seattle headquar-
ters, the Lilly firm has plants and offices
at Ellensburg, Mount Vernon, Yakima,
Spokane, Albany, and Portland. Port-
land Seed operates a branch in Seattle
and own Inland Seed Co., a separate
corporation in Spokane.

Pennsalt Building
Granulation Plant

Pennsylvania Salt Mfg. Co. has started
building a granulation plant at its
fertilizer facilities in Paulsboro, N. J.
William P. Drake, Pennsalt president,
stated that addition of this facility “re-
flects Pennsalt’s growing interest in the
agricultural chemicals and commercial
fertilizer industries.”

He added that inclusion of granulated
fertilizers to the line will result in a
substantial expansion of the company’s
domestic distribution and that they are
also expected to find extensive markets
abroad.

The granulation plant was designed by
Pennsalt’s central engineering staff and
is being built by Unkefer Bros., Construc-
tion Co. of Philadelphia. Completion is
expected next month. No cost or capac-
ity figures for the new plant were re-
vealed.

Cal-Nitro Trademark
Bought by Bradley & Baker

The trademark Cal-Nitro, used for
over 20 years by Synthetic Nitrogen
Products Corp. to designate a nitrogen
fertilizer, has been purchased by and
transferred to Bradley & Baker for use in
connection with the sale of their nitrogen
fertilizer. The announcement came
from Albert Baker, Jr., member of the
firm of Bradley & Baker, and Miguel
Tegtmeyer, who recently resigned as
president of Synthetic Nitrogen Prod-
ucts.

Tom Davies, for many years South-
eastern sales representative for Synthetic
Nitrogen Products Corp., will join the
sales staff of Bradley & Baker and Mr.
Tegtmeyer has been retained by Bradley
& Baker as a consultant. This arrange-
ment is said to assure for the future ample
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supplies of nitrogen top-dresser for the
fertilizer industry to be available under
the well-established trademark, Cal-
Nitro.

GLF Dedicates Granular
Plant in New York

Cooperative GLF Exchange, Inc., re-
cently dedicated a new fertilizer plant at
Big Flats, N. Y. Cost of the granulation
plant was estimated at $750,000. It will
serve a 12-county area in south central
New York and northeastern Pennsyl-
vania.

Fertilizer Engineering & Equipment
Co. designed the 30,000-ton-per-year
plant, which provides storage for 10,000
tons of bulk and 1500 tons of bagged
fertilizer. The new plant will produce
both granular and powder forms of high
analysis grades.

New Cryovac Packaging
Plant Opened in S. C.

Dewey & Almy Chemical Co. has
completed a plant in Greenville, S. C,,
for the production of Cryovac plastic
bags for meat, pouliry, and cheese
packaging. Production is to begin late
this year.

BUSINESS & FINANCE

Glidden 10-Month Profit Tops
Net for 12 Months of '54 .

Net profit of Glidden Co. for the 10
months ended Aug. 31, 1955, new fiscal
year-end, exceeded the total for the en-
tire 12 months of fiscal 1954, Dwight P.
Joyce, chairman and president, reports.

Net profit after all taxes and charges
for the 10 months of the 1955 fiscal year
was $7,112,567, equal to $3.10 per
share. This compares with §7,093,043,
or $3.09 per share on the 2,293,455
shares outstanding on Oct. 31, 1954,

Sales for the shortened year totaled
$180,524,822, which represented an in-
crease of 5.29; over the corresponding
10 months of fiscal 1954. Unit sales
for the 1955 period showed a gain of
12.497,.

Commenting on this showing, Mr.
Joyce said, ‘“‘the sales increase for 1955
was accomplished despite the elimination
of our Indianapolis feed mill and our
Oakland lithopone operations, which
were sold during fiscal 1954 He
added that the 1955 sales gains would be
7.7% in dollar volume and 159, in
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physical volume if results for the feed
mill and the Oakland plant were de-
leted from the 1954 figures.

Glidden’s ratio of net profit to dollar
sales volume, amounted to 3.99 for fiscal
1955, compared with 3.49, in both 1954
and 1953.

The increase, it was said, reflects
Glidden’s policy of eliminating low
profit margin operations, a concentra-
tion of effort on higher profit margin
items, increased efficiency of producing
units, and improved volume.

The company’s gross plant additions
during fiscal 1955 amounted to $8,-
155,366. With construction now in
progress and planned, capital expendi-
tures in 1956 will exceed $13 million.
This includes the $6 million grain elevator
on the Calumet River in Chicago.

Mr. Joyce declared that the company’s
current budget for research and develop-
ment is approximately 209, higher than
in the preceding year, with the greatest
part of research efforts directed toward
new product development, and cost re-
duction to strengthen positions in present
markets and upgrade basic materials.

Michigan Chemical Shows
$203,552 Profit for 9 Months

Michigan Chemical Corp. announces
an operating profit after taxes for nine
months of $203,552 against a loss in the
similar period in 1954 of $74,603. This
was equal to 38 cents a share on the out-
standing 537,077 shares against a 14-cent
loss in the 1954 period.

Besides the operating profit, the com-
pany also had a nonrecurring gain after
taxes of $77,118, or 14 cents a share real-
ized during the third quarter from the
sale of capital assets.

Sales for the quarter ended Sept. 30,
were $1,945,811, as compared with
$1,654,768 in the third quarter of 1954,
For the nine months’ period, net sales
were $5,257,722 in 1955, compared to
$4,589,710 for the similar period of 1954.

Excluding the nonrecurring capital
gains profit, the amount earned in the
third quarter from operations was $65,-
714, or 12 cents a share compared to
$19,696, or 4 cents a share in the third
quarter of 1954.

GOVERNMENT

Tolerance Levels for
Residues of Karmex Herbicides

Residue tolerance levels for the active
ingredients of Karmex herbicides have
been established by the Food and Drug
Administration. The commercial form-
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ulations affected are Karmex W, based
on 3-(p-chlorophenyl)-1,1-dimethylurea;
and Karmex DW and Karmex DL, both
based on 3-(3,4-dichlorophenyl)-1,1-di-
methylurea. Tolerances of 1 part per
million for each of the two herbicide
chemicals have been established for
sugar cane, pineapple, and cottonseed,
and in addition the same tolerance has
been established for the active ingredient
of Karmex W in or on asparagus, spinach,
and dry bulb onions.

Du Pont reports that toxicological
studies with these chemicals indicate
that this tolerance represents a large
safety factor. Even for materials of
such relatively low toxicity, tolerances
are being based on the amount of
residue likely to be left when the chem-
ical is used according to good cultural
practice. Actual analyses of crops pro-
duced in fields where “Karmex’ herb-
icides have been used indicate that nor-
mal residues are well within the tolerance
which has been established.

Three Coal-Tar Dyes No
Longer Approved for Food Use

Food and Drug Administration has re-
moved three orange coal-tar dyes from
the list of those approved for food use.
The dyes are FD&C Oranges No. 1 and 2
and FD&C Red No. 32. The order
goes into effect Feb. 14, 1956, and is the
final version of a regulation based on
evidence received at a hearing held in
December 1953.

Although the colors are not harmful
in the amounts usually used in foods,
investigation has shown them to be nort
harmless when fed in large amounts.
Under the Food and Drug Act, food
colors are required to be harmless.

The three dyes will continue to be
approved for external drug and cosmetic
use.

USDA Urged to Study Fat
Nutrition, Pesticides Residues

More intense study of the role of fat in
human nutrition and the availability to
the body of nutrients from various foods
are recommended to USDA by its Food
and Nutrition research advisory com-
mittee. Meeting in Washington early
last month, the committee generally en-
dorsed USDA’s current programs but
urged USDA to expand its nutrition re-
search during fiscal 1958.

Other specific areas which the com-
mittee recommended that USDA study
were:

Insecticide residues on plants and
animal products, both from the stand-
point of their direct effects on human
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nutrition and the indirect effects through
their possible toxicity to plants and soils.

Plant sources vitamin By, and factors
affecting the use of this relatively new
vitamin by animals.

The role of mineral elements in animal
nutrition and the relation of mineral
nutrition of plants to their content of toxic
substances.

Control of insects infesting stored
grain and development of insect-resistant
packaging.

Development of instruments and tests
for measuring food-crop quality.

ASSOCIATIONS

Southern Weed Conference
in New Orleans, Jan. 16-18

The ninth annual meeting of the
Southern Weed Conference will be held
early in 1956 at New Orleans, La., Jan.
16 to 18, it is announced by Glenn C.
Klingman, president. All sessions will
be held at Hotel Jung.

Weed control in pastures, field crops,
horticulture and other phases of agricul-
ture will be discussed by leaders in this
field from all Southern states. Mark
Weed, E. I. du Pont de Nemours &
Company, c/o Botany Department,
Louisana State University, Baton Rouge,
is the program committee chairman.
Those interested in the program should
contact Dr. Weed.

NPF| Dates June 10-13

National Plant Food Institute has
announced its 1956 meeting will be held
June 10 to 13. The convention is
scheduled for the Greenbrier at White
Sulphur Springs, W. Va., as usual.

Instrument Forum Open
to Food Processors

A three-day forum on instrumentation
in the food industry has been scheduled
for March 19, 20, and 21 at The Fox-
boro Co., Foxboro, Mass., manufacturers
of industrial instruments. The second
annual program of its kind, the forum
provides for exchange of ideas and ap-
plication information between Foxboro
instrument engineers and instrument
users in the food industry.

Main theme of discussion periods will
be instrument application. Special at-
tention will be given to quality measure-
ments such as viscosity and turbidity.
It is planned to devote at least one forum
session to the evaluation of graphic-type
control panels as a tool for simplifying



